The fourth forest study was the first implementation of TRIM in the South. In the 1979 assessment, the timber resource analysis system (TRAS; Larson and Goforth 1974) was used for inventory projections. But a shortcoming of TRAS is that during a simulation it cannot explicitly simulate changes in timber management actions and account for long-term timber-type transitions (Brooks 1987 (Knight 1986a) . Recent FIA surveys in the Southeast have documented an apparent leveling off and a subsequent decline in the softwood growth rate (Knight 1987) . But these projections were far below the expectations of analysts familiar with the new data. Mills (1987) 
The Trim Model
The timber resource inventory model was designed as a tool for predicting timber inventories in the course of analyzing regional timber policy. The model was originally A New Model developed to replace TRAS in the national RPA assessment program. ' Previously, TRIM had been implemented in the Pacific Northwest Douglas-fir subregion (Flick 1984 
Yield Tables
Yield tables have been used since the 18th century for predicting inventory growth and volume (Spurr 1952 Two basic types of yield tables described by Chapman (1924) and Spurr (1952) The term "well-stocked" was used by Schumacher and Coile (1960) McClure and Knight (1984) Interpolated from tables in Knight and McClure (1975) and Sheffield and Knight (1986) . 
Growth and Yield
The failure of projected growth to match field values was common to most projections. Davis and Johnson (1987) In addressing this problem, Davis and Johnson (1987) As justification for his use of normal yield tables in TRIM, Flick (1984) Buckman (1962) and Clutter (1963) developed mathematically, the growth curves also represent net volume. Modeling Area Change Figure 13 illustrates the shifts in natural pine acreage measured 10 years apart. The biggest factors contributing to losses of natural pine were harvesting and land clearing followed by lack of regeneration, or regeneration to planted pine (Sheffield and Knight 1986 
